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12     THE MODEL HOUSEWIFE
Fitzherbert, Book of Husbandry, ed. Skeat, 1882, p. 96.
And in the begynnynge of Marche, or a lyttell afore, is
tyme for a wyfe to make her garden, and to gette as many
good sedes and herbes as she canne, and specially suche as be
good for the potte, and to eater...let thy dystaffe be alwaye
redye for a pastyme, that thou be not ydle. And undouted[ly]
a woman can-not gette her lyvynge honestely with spynnynge
on the distaffe, but it stoppeth a gap, and muste nedes be
had....May fortune sometime, that thou shalt have so many
thinges to do, that thou shalt not well knowe where is best to
begyn....
It is convenyente for a housbande to have shepe of his
owne, for many causes, and than maye his wife have part of
the woll, to make her husbande and her-selfe some clothes.
And at the least waye, she may have the lockes of the shepe,
eyther to make clothes or blankettes and coverlettes, or bothe.
And if she have no woll of her owne, she maye take wol to
spynne of clothe-makers, and by that meanes she maye have
a convenyent lyvynge, and many tymes to do other warkes.
It is a wyves occupation, to wynowe all maner of cornes, to
make malte, to wasshe and wrynge, to make heye, shere1
corne, and in tyme of nede to helpe her husbande to fyll the
mucke-wayne or dounge-carte, dryve the ploughe, to loode
hey, corne, and suche other.   And to go or ride to the market,
to sel butter, chese, mylke, egges, chekyns, capons, hennes,
pygges, gese, and all maner of cornes.    And also to bye all
maner of necessarye thynges belongynge to houssholde, and to
make a trewe rekenynge and a-compte to her housbande,
what she hath payed.   And yf the housbande go to the
market, to bye or sell, as they ofte do, he than to shewe
his wife in lyke maner.    For if one of them shoulde use to
deceyve the other, he deceyveth hym-selfe, and he is not lyke
to thryve.   And therfore they must be trewe eyther to other.
I coulde peradventure shewe the husbandes dyverse poyntes
. that the wyves deceyve them in:  and in lyke maner, how
1 reap.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